‘The plan adopted by the US Bureau of Operations
was to advance step by step to a position from
which an invasion of the Philippines could be
launched . . . It was believed in Washington that
nothing short of intervention by the Japanese
battle flect was likely to frustrate the methodical
fulfilment of this plan . . . Thus the only uncertain
factor was the Japanese battle fleet. The general
opinion was that Japan would not risk this force
save in the last extremity.” p. 245 The Great Pacific
War, a History of the American—Japanese Campaign of
1931-33, by Hector C. Bywater, 1925

“The (Japanese) War Council had issued its decree:
‘At the first hint of peril to Yap or Guam, throw in
your whole force.”” p. 271, Ibid.
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DPreface and
Acknowledgements

The Battle of the Philippine Sea was the pivotal naval battle of 1944.
For over twenty months the Japanese Navy had not made a major
effort to interdict an American operation with their main surface
forces. In this battle they committed their entire strength and were
absolutely frustrated. On the Japanese side the principal results were
the resort to suicide air attacks and the sacrifice of four of the remain-
ing carriers (by then useless except as decoys) at Leyte Gulf. On the
American side an acrimonious debate over tactics obscured the
overwhelming nature of the victory and led Admiral Halsey to
chase the four decoy carriers while the Japanese battleships and
cruisers threatened one of the most startling reversals in naval
history. Halsey was not going to be accused of fabian tactics, as
Spruance had been. For these reasons the Battle of the Philippine
Sea was one of the most important sea fights of the Pacific War and
deserves a place in history next to Midway and Guadalcanal.

The battle also belongs in the record books along with Jutland
and other ‘biggest’ battles. It was the ‘biggest’ carrier battle of the
war and therefore quite likely of history. Twenty-four (USN 15;
IIN o) participated in the battle. Interestingly the number of carriers
corresponds to the number of battleships dictated for each navy by
the limitation treaties.

The sources consulted in preparation of this monograph were as
follows:

I HISTORY

A Official (USN)

1 ‘Battle Experience Supporting Operations for the Capture of the
Marianas, June-August 1944, CONINCH Secret Information
Bulletin Number 20.

2 ‘Naval Air Operations in the Marianas’ Aviation History Unit
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(USN) unpublished manuscript prepared by Lt W. G. Land and
‘Lt A. O. Van Wyen, both USNR.

3 ‘Initial Report on the Operation to Capture the Marianas Islands’,
Commander Fifth Fleet Serial 00026 of July 13, 1944.

4 ‘Final Report on the Operation to Capture the Marianas Islands’,
Commander Fifth Fleet Serial 00501 of August 3, 1944.

5 ‘Action Report of Operations in Support of the Capture of the
Marianas Islands’, Commander Task Force 58 Serial 60388 of
September 11, 1944.

6 ‘Report of Operations of Task Group §8.1 in Support of Landings
in the Marianas, June 6 to June 27, 1944’, Commander Task Group
58.1 Serial 0052 of July 14, 1944.

7 ‘Action Against the Japanese Fleet, June 18 to 22, 1944’, Com-~-
mander Task Group §8.2 Serial 00223 (undated).

8 ‘Action Report for Task Group 8.3 in Forager Operation including
Air Engagement Against the Japanese Fleet’, Commander Task
Group $8.3 Serial 00116 of July 16, 1944.

9 ‘Operations in Marianas and Bonins, June 6-July 6, 1944, Action
Report on’, Commander Task Group 8.4 Serial 0os4 of July 13,
1944.

B Official (IJN)

1 ‘The A-Go Operation — May-June 1944’, Japanese Monograph
No. 9o, Military Intelligence Section Document No. 35211.

2 “The A-Go Operation Log — May-June 1944’, Japanese Monograph
No. o1, MISD No. 35212.

3 Detailed Battle Report of A-Go Operations, Battles in Seas West
of Saipan from June 13 to June 22, 1944, including Section 2-B,
‘Detailed Summary of Reconnaissance and Air Attacks June 15-22,
1944 . First Mobile Force Classified No. 1048 of September s, 1944.

4 ‘The Campaigns of the Pacific War’, US Strategic Bombing
Survey (Pacific) Naval Analysis Division.

5 ‘Interrogations of Japanese Ofhicials’, vols. I and II, USSBS
(Pacific) Naval Analysis Division.

C Unofficial (USN)

1 ‘New Guinea and the Marianas’, vol. 8; History of US Naval
Operations in World War II; Morison, S. E., Rear Admiral
USNR (ret).

2 “The End of an Empire’, vol. 4; Battle Report; Karig, Walter,
Capt USNR.
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3 ‘The Fast Catriers’, Reynolds, Clark.

4 ‘The Battles of the Philippine Sea’, Lockwood, C. A., Adm
USN and Adamson, H. C.

s ‘History of US Submarine Operations in World War IT,
Roscoe, T.

6 ‘History of US Destroyer Operations in World War II’, Roscoe, T.

7 ‘Mis;ion Beyond Darkness’, Bryan, J., Lt Cdr USNR and Philip
Reed.

8 ‘How They Won the War in the Pacific’.

9 ‘Aircraft Carrier’, Polmar, N.

D Unofficial (IJN)

1 ‘End of the Imperial Japanese Navy’, Ito, M. and Roger Pineau
and A. Y. Kuroda.

2 ‘Death of a Navy’, D’Albas, A.

3 ‘Zero’, Okumiya, M.; Horikoshi, J. and M. Caidin.

4 ‘Sunk’, Hashimoto, M.

2 TECHNICAL

A USN

1 ‘US Warships of World War IT, Silverstone, P.

2 ‘American Battleships, Carriers and Cruisers’, Lenton, H.

3 ‘Supplement and General Index’, vol. XV History of US Naval
Operations in World War II, Morison, S. E.

4 ‘United States Navy Aircraft Since 1911°, Swanborough and
Bowers.

5 ‘History of Naval Fighter Direction’, April, May and June 1946
issues of CIC magazine, a US Navy professional journal.

6 ‘Early Development of Shipboard Radar in The United States
Navy’, unpublished monograph of Lt (jg) Walter A. Hutchens
provided by Lt Cdr R. Dulin USN, author of ‘Battleship’.

B IJN

I ‘Japanese Warships of World War II', Watts, A. J.

2 ‘Japanese Battleships and Cruisers’.

3 ‘Japanese Aircraft Carriers and Destroyers’.

4 ‘Japanese Aircraft of the Pacific War’, Francillon, R. J.

s ‘Tactical Planning in the Imperial Japanese Navy’, unpublished
monograph presented to the US Naval Institute by Minoru Genda
(for Air Operations Officer for Admiral Nagumo).



C General
1 ‘Aircraft of World War Il’, Munson, K.
2 ‘US Naval War College Analysis of the Battle for Leyte Gulf’.

3 GENERAL
A ‘The Rising Suw’, Toland, J.
B ‘The Codebreakers’, Kahn, D.

This book follows the format of the previous volumes of this series.
The first portion is a-detailed account of the battle and the principal
events leading up to it, while the second part is devoted to technical
aspects. The preliminary moves of the two fleets are outlined in
some detail to illustrate the complex preparations required for
operations on the scale of Forager and A-Go. I have attempted to
capture the complexity and flavour of carrier warfare as it was
conducted during World War II by frequent use of actual dispatches.
Where possible I have stated the situation as it existed and also as it
was perceived by the principal participants, so the reader can better
understand the environment where decisions, which we who have
the benefit of hindsight may feel were incorrect, were made. Also
because of the previously mentioned debate I have tried to quote the
principals in full regarding their views on the controversial aspects
of the battle and have saved my own comments for the concluding
chapter. By doing this I hope that the text concerning the battle
itself will not be considered a brief for either position.

In regard to the Japanese ‘official’ sources a word of explanation
is appropriate. At the end of the war the Japanese destroyed a large
portion of their official documents. Because of this the US Strategic
Bombing Survey compiled a series of interrogations of senior
Japanese officers and of other officers who had unique expertise.
These were compiled and many were published in a 2 volume set
known as ‘Interrogations of Japanese Officials’. They are quite useful
for a researcher but suffer from understandable deficiencies. First
they are the recollection of the party being questioned and second
there was such pressure to complete the project that there was no
cross checking of discrepancies in testimony. When one inter-
rogation contradicts another or the party being interrogated contra-
dicts himself it is not evaluated. The correct answer is often a
matter of speculation. The interrogators agreed that the Japanese were
exceptionally cooperative and a short biography of each officer is
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included with an opinion of the Japanese officer’s attitude toward
the interrogators is given to assist the reader in evaluating his
testimony. In addition to this project the Strategic Bombing Survey
compiled an outline history of the war from the Japanese side using
operations orders, dispatches, battle lessons and similar documents
connected by explanatory text. Published as ‘Campaigns of the
Pacific War’ this book contains an exceptionally detailed-by the
standards of the book-section on the Battle of the Philippine Sea.
The Military Intelligence Section of General MacArthur’s staff also
compiled a large number of documents either by translating captured
documents or having persons who would know reconstruct logs
and orders. These were known as the Japanese Monograph Series
and two of them, Nos. 9o and 91, relate to .A-Go. They seem to be
among the best in the series which ranges from practically useless to
very valuable.

In the text I have generally used Royal Navy usage in referring to
Japanese Naval tactical and administrative units since their navy
more nearly followed the British practice than the American.

In addition to the sources cited above I would like to thank
Captain William Harting, USAF who read the text and provided
valuable comments. Lt Cdr R. O. Dulin USN (co-author of
Battleship) has provided much information regarding technical
aspects, particularly with regard to gunnery and radar. D. C. Allard
of the US Navy's History office and the Japanese War History
Office have both answered numerous inquiries and have been
very helpful.

1Y



Glossary

Abbreviations, Acronyms, Nicknames and Japanese Navalese
All military organizations use acronyms, nicknames, abbreviations
and initials in describing equipment, commands etc. Perhaps no
organization in the world (even including the Wehrmacht) surpasses
the US Navy in such usage. The Japanese were not unlike other
military in this respect. They used Roman letters in abbreviating
their organizational units; for example 1S in a Japanese table of
organization meant First Squadron (Ichi Sentai and 1SF meant
First Squadron (Flying) (Ichi Koku Sentai). The following is a list of
those used in this book and the US Navy’s phonetic alphabet in use
m 1944.

A-ABLE

ANGELS-CIC code for altitude

A6M-Mitsubishi fighter—also Zeke or Zero
ASP-Anti-Submarine patrol by aircraft

ASW-Anti-Submarine Warfare

Avenger-Grumman TBF/TBM (General Motors) torpedo plane

B-BAKER

BAF-Japanese shore based aircraft (Base Air Force) Konkyo Koku
Kant Kantai

BANDIT-CIC Code-Identified cnemy aircraft

BATDIV-Battleship Division USN

BB-Battleship USN (IJN Serkan)

BETTY-G4M Japanese shore-based bomber

BsN-Nakajima torpedo plane—also Kate

BOGEY-CIC Code-unidentified radar air contact

B6N-Nakajima torpedo plane—also Jill or Tenzan

B-24~-USAAF heavy bomber
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Butai-IJN Force

C-CHARLIE

ca-Heavy Cruiser USN (N Junyokan Ito)

cap—Combat Air Patrol (see Shotai)

CARDIV—Carrier Division USN ' ' ‘
Chutai-IJN literally ‘Company’ intermediate formation of aircraft
c1-Light Cruiser USN (IJN Junyokan Nito)

CIC-Combat Information Centre '
COMSUBPAC-Commander Submarines Pacific
CORSAIR ~F4U fighter

CORTDIV-Escort Division (DEs)

CTE-Commander Task Force

CTG-Commander Task Group

cv—Fleet Aircraft Carrier USN (I[N Koku Bokan)
cvi-Light Fleet Aircraft Carrier USN

cvi-Fscort Aircraft Carrier .

CAN-USN slang for destroyer (see also Tincan)

-DOG
]Igailtzzgliteraﬂy ‘Battalion’ large formation of N gircra’ft o
pp-Destroyer (JN Kuchicukan), slang in USN-"Tincan’ or "Can
E-Destroyer Escort
1l))F—Destr(zryelf Flotilla IJN (Equivalent of USN DESRON)
DESRON-Destroyer SquadrolrjlslliISN
V-Destroyer Division
gl(z}s—ll))lestroyer G};oup IJN (Equivalent of USN DESDIV)
Dauntless—SBD Dive Bomber ' . _
Deckload Strike-The maximum number of aircraft an aircraft carrier
can launch from its deck in one strike. Usually about § of the Vg,
1 of the vB and vr o
D4 Y- Yokusuka dive bomber, also Judy and Swuisei
D3 A-Aichi dive bomber, also Val

E-EASY
E14Y-Yokusuka submarine based seaplane, also Glenn
Er3A-Aichi scout plane, also Jake

F-FOX
FDO-Fighter dircctor officer
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F4U-Chance-Vought fighter, also Corsair

FISH-CIC code enemy torpedo plane also USN slang for torpedoes
F6F-Grumman fighter also HELLCAT

FMF-First Mobile Force (Fleet) JN (Dai Ichi Kido Butai (Kantai))

G-GEORGE

G4M-Mitsubishi land based bomber, also Betty
Glenn-Yokusuka seaplane Exq4Y

H-HOW

HAWEK-CIC code-enemy dive bomber
HELLCAT-FGF Fighter

HELLDIVER -SB2C Dive Bomber

Hey Rube-CIC code-All aircraft return to base
HF/DF-High Frequency Direction Finder
Hikotai—Squadron of aircraft IJN

I-ITEM

I-Boat; Large Japanese ocean going submarine (cruiser submarine)

IFF-Device which shows characteristic ‘blip” on radar—‘Identification
Friend or Foe’

JIG

JAKE-USN designation for Aichi Ex3A

JILL-USN designation for Nakajima B6N

JUDY-USN designation for Yokusuka D4Y

JIN-Nakajima torpedo plane, shore based, also Irving
Junyokan—Cruiser Ifo (1st class) Heavy; Nito (2nd class) Light

K~KING

Kantai~JJN Fleet

KATE-USN designation for Nakajima BsN

KdF-Designation used in Japanese tables of organization to identify
the commander of a fleet; for example KdF Mobile Force would
mean Commander Mobile Force

Kido Kantai-Mobile Fleet IJN (Kido Butai-Mobile Force)

Koku Bokan-IJN Aircraft Carrier

Koku Kantai-Air Fleet

Koku Sentai-Airctaft Carrier Squadron abbreviated SF. Also means
Air Flotilla
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Kokutai—Naval Air Group, for example 601 Kokutai
Kushu Butai—Air Attack Force

L-LOVE & Tank
—Landing craft, Tat ‘ ,
II:(S:;—I]::rrlldingg ship, Tank-USN slang ‘Large Slow Target

M-MIKE

N-NAN '
NAG-Naval Air Group IJN (Kokutal)

O-OBOE
0S2U-USN floatplane

P-PETER '
PBM-Martin flying boat

- do flying boat - '
ggg@iﬁ:ﬁﬁ:a;d %Iong range patrol aircraft (same as B-24-Liberator)

do vlane-shore based . .
Pg&?kggﬁ&g{gfl& fnoving point and vector given .to IZ'II(())I:
’ launched from an aircraft carrier on an extended mission ir

. s or at
which they can calculate the predicted position of the carrie

any time
Q-QUEEN

-ROGER . '
II?ADAR—Radio Detection and Ranging
RAT-CIC code-enemy fighter

RO-boat—Small Japanese ocean going submarine

- GAR . . I3
?9—?}1\]1 Squadron of battleships or cruisets (Sentai)

i less

_Douglas dive bomber, also Daunt
g]I;IZDC—(?urgtiss dive bomber, also Helldiver
SG-TJN Supply Group
Senkan—IJN Battleship

SF-Flying Squadron (Aircraft Carrier Squadron)-TJN (Koks Sentai)
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Shotai-IIN literally ‘Section” smallest tactical unit of aircraft in the

IJN; for example a Shotai of VF would be the Japanese equivalent
of a CAP section

SONAR-SOund Navigation And Ranging

ss—USN designation for submarines
SUBPAC-Submarine Force Pacific
SUBSOWESPAC-Submarine Force SouthWest Pacific
SUBRON-Submarine Squadron

Suisei-D4Y Judy dive bomber

T-TARE

TALLY-HO-CIC code ‘Encmy in sight’
TBF/TBM-Avenger torpedo plane
Tenzan-BoN Jill torpedo plane

TF-Task Force USN

TG-Task Group USN

TINCAN-USN slang for destroyers, also CAN

Tokubetsu Kogeki Tai-Air Strike Unit (Raid) literally Special Attack
Unit

U-UNCLE

V-VICTOR

vB-Dive Bomber-with suffix number-dive bomber squadron
(e.g. vB7)

vi-Fighter—with number suffix-fighter squadron

vr-Torpedo plane-with number suffix-torpedo squadron

ves~Cruiser based scout plane-number suflix-squadron

ve-patrol aircraft-with number suffix-patrol squadron

vo-Observation float plane-number suffix-squadron

vE (N)-Night fighter-number suffix-squadron

vs—Scout (not Asw as today) aircraft-number suffix-squadron
VAL-D3A dive bomber

W-WILLIAM
WINDOW-Aluminium strips cut to the wave length of radar and

dropped to create electronic disturbance on the receiver, CHAFE
is similar

X-XRAY

B.P.S.—2 -
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Introduction

“With the losses we have sustained, it is necessary to revise completely our
strategy of a Pacific war. The losses of battleships commit us to the strategic
defensive until our forces can again be built up. However, a very powerful
striking force of carriers, cruisers and destroyers survives. These forces must
be operated boldly and vigorously on the tactical offensive in order to retrieve
our initial disaster.” Preface to Admiral Kimmel’s estimate to the Secretary of
the Navy dated December 10, 1941.

The Carrier War in the Pacific up to April 1944

The Japanese attack on Pear]l Harbor opened the Pacific War. It also
indicated the scale and importance aircraft carrier operations would
assume in the Pacific theatre. In that attack, six Japanese aircraft
cartiers (Akagi, Kaga, Hiryu, Soryu. Shokaku, Zuikaku) neutralized
the US Navy’s Battle Force, Pacific Fleet. After Pearl Harbor the
Japanese carrier force returned to Japan. In January 1942 that force
commenced a series of operations which would not be matched until
the US Navy’s Fast Carrier offensive of 1944-45. Supporting
operations in Rabaul, Kavieng and Java, attacking Darwin and
neutralizing the Japanese western flank in the Indian Ocean operations,
the Japanese carriers operated almost continuously from January s,
1942 until April 22, 1942, covering nearly 180° of latitude in
operations. It was one of the most admirably executed operations of
the war and the results obtained indicated a high degree of personnel
training and technical excellence, wholly unexpected by Western
naval experts.

During the same period the American carriers were not idle and,
if the overall results were not as spectacular as those obtained by the
Japanese carriers, the effect on the US carrier force cannot be over-
emphasized. From January to April 1042, carriers Lexington (cv-2),
Yorktown (cv-s), Hornet (cv-8), and Enterprise (cv-6) conducted
strikes on the periphery of the Japanese Empire and penetrated its
inner defences on occasion, attacking such widely separated targets

21



