o me following search plm, designed to mest pmf.eum- tastical .:ltuat:lonu, -
4 ha.vo been taken tran capt.nred documentu '
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‘This is designated as the *patrol search "
method", and is rcconmendod for night
searchea. ' i

R

Each plane flies in an angnla.r figure eight,

‘dropping a flare each t{ime it crosses its
base point. After a given patrol line has
been covered the planes advance to a new
patrol line in the directim of the enemy

" force,

This is designated the "search sector met.hod".
It is specified for use when the course o

the enemy is not known and when it is necea-
sary to carry out an abbreviated search with
a small number of planes,

"In this method target lights are dropped at .
the four corners of a square and the aircraft ;
flies back and forth in parallal lines within
the marked area,

" This is designated as the “sweep search

 method", This method is used on moonlit

e Bue Point W

nights when the visibility is particularly
good, or when the object of the search is o
a large foxfce._

"~ In this method a number of planes fly out
,-from a common base and advance in pamllol ‘
_lines.




_‘mun.mm-mumm s
'uaoo(mdu It employs target markers, .~

:f‘HoMme - THE A‘T"r'Acx, T

SR Acticn rcpom from‘the ou'ly days ot the war roport. tho activitioa of o
: Japanese snooper planes, Their function is not only to locate and track the tar=
‘get, but to get the attack ‘unit over the target in a position for an attack. In
some cases the guide plane may be. simply a bellwether, equipped with superior com-
 munications and navigational equipment and manned by competent personnel, More

- frequently, however, the guide plano is the. snooper, i.e., a p].ane in actual cone.
‘tact with the target,

. It 18 clear from documents that tho attack unit, or a relief tracking plane,
« my be brought in on the radar of the snooper or by the use of RDF equipment. The
. tracking plane is advised to keep the radar and communication transmission at a
-minimm during the tracking operation. However, when the time comes to bring in
.the attack unit (or the relief plane), 8 considerable volume of communication pass
i e8 back and forth between the tracking plane and the unit coming in for the attack
".A sudden increase in communications, or the commencement of the transmission of '
. RDF, is a reasonable indication that an attack group or a relief plane is being
" homed .in to the target. The following table, which was an annex to an official ;
" order (source and date unknown), gives the communication between the attack unit |
. and the tracking plane, ' The general authenticity of the pattern set forth is cor=
roborated by fragmenbary referencea fouxd in other documents.

(Not.e: ‘Those mrked # to be used only when necessary. )
‘ At.uck Un:lt. ..+ Tracking Unit _  Notes

Discovery of enemy: - For dive bombing rsport
Strength, ‘positions, accurately the wind directio
base course, spaed. and velocity at 1600 feet,

For low altitude bombing (TN:

below 3300 feet) report the

o T : wind direction and velocit.y
T e -8t 650 feet.




