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) Me et.udy bringe together an ueortnent ot dommtory ev:l.dence bearing on
Jopeneee tactical doctrine for aerial operot:lone against ship targets,
. has been made here to collete aveileble infomt.ion on ot.her phaeee of Jap eeriol

mfare. Lo ‘ oo . ,

' Althongh noet o!‘ the uterm ‘contained in this study’ is drawmn fran official

- POW Anformation as appears to be leg:lcal and coneietent.. »

AR ; It 1e important to note that the tactics outlined repreeent. ananeee t.heoreb-
1ce1 doctrine, endmy not be rollmd in eombat.

: - Exact eva.luation of such tactical information 1e d:l.fficult., because: (1) bet.-
"tle experience postdating available evidence may have changed enemy concepts; (2)
. operating units in any given case may not rigidly adhere to official doctrine; (3)
.. 4t 1s not clear whether some documents reflect the tactical thinking of a pa.rt:lcuhv
; A:lr Group or that ot the Naval AMr Force, .
Bl One final word of caut.ion must be added. Study of thie article will quickly
- and guiding the attack group into position for a run,
" 1iaison methods have been developed, These may well become outmoded and of scant
hxport.ance as Jap eirbome radar improves.

o . Despite the limitatione indicated above, however, the material preeent.ed here
b ie believed significant, It forms a fairly comprehensive background for the etudy
of Jap’ t.ectice as well as a basis on \rhich future tactics may be assessed.

SEARCH AND RECONNAISSANCE

tion of a recce unit is reconnaissance, and warns the unit to avoid oombet if this
" would inf.ertere with the primary mission,

, or, in the event of anticipated action, 700 miles, Recce seaplanes (JAKE) may be

.- axpected to search a radius of 250 to 300 nautical miles, and carrier attack planes
(JIL) 350 nautical miles, Flying boats (EMILY) may ny a mdiue of 1000 to 1200

: nauticd. milee. . :

. dun, sets forth & camprehensive search plan for TRUK, PALAU, WOLEAI, and SAIPAN.
' The date of the document is not given, but appears to refer to projected enemy
- searches in April (1944). All the sectors shown were not to be covered each day.,

i plan. In some cases, it is known that the odd-numbered sectors were covered on
even-mmbered days, and vice-versa. Of course, if theré was any indication of an

i eighted, searches were to be concentrated in this area.

fAJepenese documents, this has been supplemented by such unotfioial documentery and 3

‘me doctr:l.ne for the Southeast Aree Fleet euccinct.ly pointe out that the tuno-k .

reveal that the enemy has given much thought to the problem of tracking fleet unite’ ." "
Fairly elaborate tracking and '

A captured chwt., reproduced as Figure 12, in the cent.or spread of this adden~ “

Allied amphibicus operation from & given direction, or if Allied ehipo or subs were 1,'

" "CONFIDENTIAL = .

No att.empt ’

The normal search radius for a medium bomber (Bm) 1s 600-660 nautical ldlee,

" Sectors to be flown were to be selected -either by the day or according to a genere].; - L







